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eMy Lord, 

T is obſerved that the Enemies 
of our Church 

inthe memory of many now alive . 
they ated ſuch things as were im. 
Rn duabolical, and but ſome 


E Pro were beholden to an 
act A of Pa i ſecure to them 


a 7 their 


be Epiſtle. 
their Lives and Elites yet arcſo 
fond of themſelves and their Opini- 
ons ſtill, that they uft up their keads 
with their former ce, and 
and preach themſelves the 

Be Peep of God in oppolition 
to that great Bady of men who do 
orderly comply wah the Kingdoms 
Laws ; And withal arc at this time 
uling all artifices whatſoever to pull 

us up both root apd_ branch once 
== ( Sovery thankfulare they 
or all his Majeſties gracious con- 
deſcenhops to them.) -- } 


' But ſecing they are fo reſolved, 
and nathing can oblige them, I 
think every true Son; of the 
Church ought to uſe the Talent 
Fol bath given h him, to inves 

eir 


The Epifile. 
ir deſigns, and to diſcover thoſe 


mwily by which they 
the Churches raine; = 
ſure is a more juſtihable underta- 


king than theirs, let their pretences 
be never ſo ſpecious and taking 
amongſt the more raſh and incon- 
liderate of Mankind. 
And this Principle of Love 
and Honour to the Churchespeace 
and ſafety, does this little Book 
make bold to appear abroad ; and 
icularly to fly into your Lord- 

ps Arms, as the moſt 
Sanctuary for proteQion and de- 
fence from all thoſe rude aflanlts 
which our Adverſarics are too 
well acquainted with the pra- 
tice of; which if your Lord- 
ſhip will be pleaſed to condeſcend 
to, 


| 


ling the credulous ouiger that rhe mas 


T H B 


PREFACE. 


TO THE 


READER 


Reader, 4 
Am jo by what flights 


rag rr are anſwered ; it is but rel 


that writ it, i unac am” wor = the 
power of of Godlineſs, rao 
will be exvying tre ſeed of dot, Tod he _ 
Children of the bend-namams 
thoſe of the free, . aud the work yp 3 


4nd the beok id afide, 45 not good enough 
for waſte paper. "that | may therefore pre- 
vent this, give me leave to ever thas 
much in mine own behalf, that the 
an Religion 15 4 thing ſo admirably 
its controvance, ſo great an Ly 
Divine Power in its ſo am- 
Þ'1y demonflrative of 4 never tobe parallel'd 

a love 
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love and goodne(s ;i its fo every w e 
henna necofft - 4p o/ ay 
light- and emtertasnment of the' minds of 


men, 4nd ac tes, it rh to them / 
in every condition : that 


ark rye: Way no 

any bode in this houſe of clay, than | may 
ene way or other be inſlrumentat” ts recom- 
CS eas chotce and ws pn 


tegh] ive a a 
mh rn of 


Age Dahlin and. Principles 
the that v1 mcg pos (46 _ 


Opn ung Sowogy: 


an 
prattice of its Rules and Merhods ; that | 
think Þ could for its Honour,and its furcher * 
obtaining in the World, part with all that 


GW ad drop $0 me. {. dailvbwoſir 
ſbould 


Ct [7 * 


. 


: | 


| 


| 


0 4 
Picked? ana out of 4 uf EA cane 
xr ade oi to pear i the = > 

ett ce it to the flames, or 
amen thei a ordare of an un x: 
denghill. No, ſolovely « thing i this e: 
cellemt Religion in my eyes ( and | aſſure 
you this levelineſs does not appear to me 
from bare ſenſible mpreſſſons or warp 
touches upon my fancy, but from rational 
convittions 4 mind and underſtanding ) 
that I cannot forbear admiring _ hogour- 

on, whoſe te 

freaks, EG. ; hes, # uy /1der 
4 his carriage and behaviour evidences 
imſelf devoted to its Intereſt and Service, 
Tes though theſe perſons differ from me int 
+ - Sade M wats opimion, yet 
if the difference iſſues merely from the 
weakneſs of their minds or the neceſſary 
a 2 aye" 


ODA em - oo. 
aw 
-_ «.C 
# 


gd gy 


"them @ Intimates and 


Ls 


Prefice. 


adi of re w oo 
giv the fin ) 1 do declare that 
can Tran cubabe _— mere « Brethren, treat 
Familiars, and 
them with the affettion of a real and 
wnintereſted Friend. And "thoſe men 
whom G Ty hath p1fard ( #nd i 7 
WAYS C478 e of ſuch, w 

= Jealows pes k / eſſential Rm = 
and goodneſs, and more cool and carelefi 
in promoting remote opinions aud needlefi 
theories and ſpeculations) I dare not Juage, 
but hope to meet them at the lift Lo” Wha 


with them to enter into « poſſeſſion of thoſe 


Glories, which Chrift isgone to prepare for 


«lt bis Faithful Followers. 


And therefore { any perſon enquire, 


how it comes to paſs that I have expoſed s 
Book to publick view, wherein ſo m 

whom it be they greatly e Og 
holineſs ya ftritt Kel Uh ing, are / much 
—uE and ſo ſeverely re wded ? 
| reply; 'Tis none of their olinefi I re- 
prove, God forbid, but thoſe u odly 


prattices, 


Mori 


atticer, and diviſions , 
hich. any of them bewcas o once. 
boats Te por peveneding 
and which | am confident will inthe 
bitter to them, 

And further | do aver, that it POR 


| ticular may | zerſa wy. £08 e 
© 4 x 3 Ede of cn jr 


=. 


ticulars, befi ry 

Fs #ft 
þ Ar wear oy JISC all 
an undertaking," 


| «Wh 


Aa 4 Bede _— = 
/ *% 4. 8} 
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Pies wry ann Ja Us ere 
F art of "et World, this i was not 

of [it but a rye regard for 
the honour 4nd reputation of tht Proteſtant 


Rgfhy, Mie \Þut wit ſuch medit «- 
ins, "1 "wil 206 fow The particulsy Mo- 
hoes nd "ee thertwmro; which 


| with rhe 6h 


another, and that with the ame Ap- 


? SEAT? and R eaſons upon the ſeore f 


whic 


The Preface, 
ws, Andbe that 
publick Church becauſe 


he c Pl e| command for from 
Sr hr er 4 ſbore ſpace be 
ep inp. 
Church —_—_— which do no ways 
4 with the prad# ice of the 


; 
l 
; 
: 
by 


| bs not him but | all the 
cry ro nh. Ar wo diſſatis- 


fatttons. ially if he ſet out; 4s uſu- 
rap rg hgh with that other hope- 
ful Principle,” that the ate bath 
nothing to do in matters of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and that his power is terminated 
within the compaſi of civil things ; Ob 
this makes them all Lords and Princes, 
and = « fulneſi of power into their hands 
Fs may what Religion or me- 
yay hn to themſelves they pieeſs 
—_— of theſe too 


| ren find ſome- No into a = | 
ſorditics and blaſphemics of the Qua- 
kers; and others have ſo tired themſctves 
with "continual ſecking, axe + tunate 
inquiries after the beft w at laſ 
from « downright wearine adhey have 
ſate down and in great diſcontent have 
_— off all regard to Religion,and twrn: 
548 it; 4s 4 thing de- 
on to mens brains 
and diftar Warld, And when a4 
this, ] do not nt eek without ſufficient ev 


dence, there are #9 many proofs of ar in 
this 


this Kingdom, and he muſt be to little 


converſant either with men or Books that 
denies it. | 

And therefore this account | de 
heartily wiſh the. Subjetts of this Realm 
reduced to the principles of obedience toour 
excellent Church, I am per ſwaded, 


that the time they conſume in 


quiries, would be ſpent ary 


and 
we ma bt among the Common , 
ar yy they were at liberty _—_ 
nerejr callings, would have been ſpent 
jn heavenly meditations,” in\ealow pray- 
er, or in inſlraiting their Children and 
Servapts in the Fundamental — 
0 


meme, and 
ho Gl and 


_ of 
# flirting bu- 
poſe them to, or ſome orher 
things of «wiſe. nature, which rhangb? 
coula, yer Toft wet wow to wane. 


And 


wen of 4 contrary 


# fulnefi of pr 


= 


is the only way 0 


| ribiy from Scriptare,) rake #we 
all power of x fe > Neowin ers 


yaoi one 


Gor 


Chriſt, a MAR CONMOT 


oy Fr of 


prop 
apon ſuch « work as this : But | have. yet 
- — Farthep 
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Farther —_ I took m—_ that Now 
ormity s very 
Ge; and talk on oy 
uo_ men fo ready to embrace” any Fories, 
whereby their ſuperiours were 
_ upon, 'or Me ——_—y 
» f IE , theſe tal fakes 
in theſe tales 4- 
2, Ft with my ſelf 
þ cxvene 4 IT 


axd ple ran tt 
alpha b 
in ſo known 

ence to Authority s, Cl el 
Ages paſt, and Gil leojs ound the 

the auth.r5 and beginners of this deſolating 
Separation. F frund one Goodman as 
Exile in 2 ueen Maryes days, and one 


of the ani o the Nonconformiftr, 
diate oh x hiring 
in Print that t was G 


that none park v+ ors could accuſe him of 
Treaſon ; jak 2+ this 1 find Ware 
Elizabeth maligned by White, Rowland 
and Hawkins, three of the Brotherhood, 

4nd 


and by no means he t 

uherns: then __ Sho 
s people, and 

this ayerred before _ they Biſhop 


And if | ſhould quote ws 
ath dr ope from theſe wens -- ſince, t 

the of” God's Anointed, hs 
Preface wonld freell into teo great 4 


Now [ this thing wer 
much ak For ag Rirred —_ 4 


rn which eur beppinef is (0 ap- 
extly ab ris of wht 
_—_ of #136 of elery- 


ſeruants, and * wiſe £&, prude ntly 
enadted Laws, Fas ty to the Barr _ 
Times, by eng df of fily women, 
are led c $- laden with 44 
_ Ee ty obliy azory, or elle 
lara woided, And au good carne 
this appears to me the ready way tot 
Nations ruine as it naturally "+ men 
to ferue their turn upon the eftablihed 


Goverament, when ever apporimndey #5 
put 


into their hands. Aud ne man need 


. Now truly | muſt needs ſay that Icaw 

things are propagated ; and ated 
 theywill be ſo long as men believe their 
Prince an enemy tothe pare Doitr ines and 
Ordinances of Feſwe Chriſt, and them 


of 6 A cation 
Goods, or the loſs of life that keeps theſe 
men thus ſet on fire, from offering violence 
is 


The Preface. 
to the _ Princes. It was this that 
made Third and the Fourth of 
France fallnader the bloudy hands of two 
Aſſaſſinates ; and t our modern En- 


and the Papiſts widely n 
things, yet in 4 miſtaken f nt 
T Zeal, and reſolute ent o Fo the 
miſtaken cauſe of God, and his Charch, 
they heve been both wery much to blame, 
end incurred ſuch 4 cenſure 4s, thanks be 
to God, the regular Sons of the Church of 
E dean wal ther bands from, 
nr - 
mor pee vo p —— one 
ac I might better ſerve my Prince 
«nd Countrey, than by endeavonring tore» 
concile men to 4 Church, wherem may 
learn the duties of humility and 
of modeſty and candour of 7 
miſfion and obeaience, of je ator wy a 
cion of their own private 
they Rand in competition with the 
Fudgment and Wi i{dom of the Nation. For 
theſe are vertues ſerviceable to 
the intereſt of Government, and preſerve 
ſuch 4 peace —— 4s groes great 


en- 


The Preface. 
dntour agement to intiuftry and" lebiur; 
Theſe ave Pertaes 0h lader Rel 
ren wg OP IBEY 
Profeſſors are of thens; "the more 
Dh Ls - ref romederrn' 
an of, but an hearty complyance 
with that Religion, that tanctls wo wor- 
thy Liew, that is trade in pur as opt of rhe 
ends OD; bat on t 
bags 28 apon every man rv "x 

mounc Chered againſt rhoſe; 
who EE —— rho Prieees is wr 
hearts; br x phe s with 
their ronpdes. And ler me fpedk freely, 
That | am very muth bon 8"; z reruvn 


>, ds trit ws this, i going ro 
ain, # with the My be 


d his i renouncing oh K 
of Chriſt ; Ber words by whom 
; and 16 what puvpoſ es we tay eafih tel. 
Mig a forſak ſing f Oo and. gi- 
ving of his canſe, m>ro Baby- 

_ pos Gol 1 may ts itn this 
the dorrey's of my « ! yd then, 
otra ll Thoſe threats denoun- 
ced againſt is, > or conforming rothe ſaper- 


ftitions 


_ _— — EEE ——_—C _ EIT 


_ CO ce ed 9 


fittions of the Church, nay 
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we ſball find as fair and r — 
at the ”. a1 any of theſe bt or 
tan promiſe to themſebves. 

ne morye rarer beruev plead 

{f,and t 

nd odin the fan 
London fot many years, and received 
able uw/4 of kindneſs from i 
of the inhabitants thereof, and therefore 
thought "7 uf bound in yratitude 10 do 
any thing that might contribute towards 


#5 h ana are. And upon 4 
appineſs df oper a Jof 


ciples eo enacting 
could not wind my ſelf out of « 
rolirwtry Gf pck's _— 
later be the occaſions of mac te 

It was _ Ho "the free Denizons 


formerly to attend thoſe 
Get Ofdinm Ordinances = 


which were 
in their own Pariſh Churches, by their 
own legally ſettled e Miniſters, and grave- 
hy, tothe aumiration of all firangers, who 
either ont of a 4 or 3 viſited 


that 


The: Preface, / 
that place, to walk to thoſe places in the 
on their Families, porn ſubor di 
nate s thereof in theiy ' ſeveral 
ranks and orders png after,” and all 
of them uſing the ſame azcorum in their 
returning home.” Now beſides the repu- 
tation this gave to the City, there was 4 
bridle 4 it put into the month of youth, 
and whileft in their Maſters eye, they 
were obliged to carry themſelves in _ 
publick places of Worſhip, as became t 
Solemuity, and with that reverence and 
attention, that ſuch approaches to ſo great 
4 being as God is, called for at their hands. 
A cuſtome certainly which was the foun- 
dation of great proportions of wertue and 
| gooane|s, and very inſtrumental to ſeaſon 
the minds of young ones, with ſuch princt 
= 4s might give very great hopes to their 

arents.as well as others, of their future 
well doing in the World, of their betng Or- 
naments tothe City, as well as Comforts te 
their Relations. 

But ſince every man who could not live 
in the Countrey, hath had confidence e- 
nough to ſet up for a publick Teacher in the 
City 3 
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City, and every corner almoſt 
>a bath 4 tempted men fb Few 
faces, and new nor.) alas ! this excet 
lent cuſtome hath been very much laid on 
and what will be the noiſome and 
er tort it I dread tothink. por 
the Maſter runs one way, and 
Miftrefi exact and _ Servant hath 
the li, gratifying his own humor, 
and plea £4 own any, 'tis smpoſfyble 


there ſhould be order kept ner tern 
4 = an = fo i ded rp th 


avrpirs Two gar iſe 
rocee cenſor iouſne, 
Et e poorer ale gud wg rn t 
man and the beſt way, od nts 
ks t of the Maſter on the $ 
file, Peale he is is not Jo fully enlight 
CI avour ſuch of mats 
as he himſelf aces, T and it may be 
(for Morality is « forry thing with many, 
ho e men) the next bargain in his 
ay for bis laſt Sabbaths 


oy avory frked of ſuch > ſearching 
Preacher. 


b 3 But 
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whe ay wet the only impeachmenty 
[ defien heſe courſes, We all know 
apa, he depot of 4 Mans age in 
4s 6 Servant,..is 6 part 
bar me _ proritations of nate begin ug 
be #rong yo violent, 4nd it mens jp- 
ligation wer Cager 4 fas hs jo 4s 


#0 bear this. 

kg we edhes Taverty 
4111005, AJ 

primal it they 

s purely to get 

e bee rhemfelies b lat 


Enjoyment 5, 3 
better zo dave ſex: the I 
SRCLAG Chorches? 1 tors 
(One gp de feſure en fo if 
Js an wncharitable endir 
op of meine own, yet (hg. 0p wot prev 
efoogmuch, left prove i# by 
FL: Arid alack when Youth before they 
hove entred into ſerious confider ation of 
things, 


— ——  —— 
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things, before they have fear mate 
he. ar 1085 E: 

heir furnre cerrieg 
the World, before the dure 


np received int Mo FT ons Woh eiect Fg 
be fetched from the by Vn le 
the Hegre, whes youth 1 ſoy by ſuch e8re; 
« nf of their Maſters b have worn XK, 
of thejr minds, and py 
jabery > chat pub $7 f; it ? 
to their ers, grief tt 
_ «obo and ruine to themſelves. 
I know this thing will be ng  grigvous 
$9 many, wt purſes «6 well 415; 


[mmm aby __ nnheey 
ath oP every nay. _ 0 
gfoey cem | have for that famous we oj 
thenſome to me, wy private comr 
plaints of it 10 Jeverl marthy. Gitizens 
_—_ in them # fear ſuit able to mine 
own of ECON VERT BEES CHASER 8 hiherty 
to youth, And therefore let me conclude 
this voigh this aſſertion, that 1 hue pot 


publiſhed this wpon the ſcore of apy (pight or | 
an, 


malice I have 6gainſt apy partic 


b 4 who 
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'\ who differs þ rom the publick Conſtitution, 

but purely out of thy #0 thoſe young men, 

who art committed to the care and govern 

ment of ſuch Maſters, who by vertue of 

their very Principles put their Servants 

wader the tempration of being ruined ; for 

be that gives leave to ſuch raw rſons, 

Jo carve what ſpiritual food they » for 

themſelves, whoſe years call for authorit- 

tive reſtraints, and prudent boundaries, 

does | am af lend an ' lping hand to their 
deftrattion. 

Hnd further | heartily defire theſe 

Maſters to confider whether their conſtant 

- obedience to Authority, and ing 

e known Laws and ftatutes of the Realm, 

be bee 4 greater encoxr ag egy fo, 4nd 

8 for the Servants rebe ing 4xciaf ag inſt 


them, than any wiſe man w Rn 
Atbeir Arxowc ur ry whether the juſtice 
't of God may not be provoked to chaſtiſe this 
their contempt of his 63 ad wicked 
and treacherous ſervants 


But theſe are not all the Articles] have 


fo draw up ap ainſt theſe ways of ſeparation, 
i And egnſoquent'y not the whole vindigation 
1 


I can make Ametworg ng. 1 
the unwortby refle(Fions of many of the 
7 9 6 »pon the preſent AA 
ment of the Church, both in their Prayers 
and Preachings, that Sacred and ſepars- 
ted Order of men, who by a dvvine come 
miſſion are dedicated to ſerve at the Altar, 
brought into a general diſlike, nay contempt 
among the populacy. And though 
them are x. of generous pr. 4 
admitted to 4 freedoms of converſe with men 
the beſt rank and ap even from their 
ſt emtr ance into the Uni es, yet ſo 
heated are the fancies of many 
the influence of thoſe bad names that are 
given them by the Heads of the Fattion, 
hoo ory; _ with mo af- 
anlts, and accoſts as t 
wy deve ona the Children, Me 
through the immaturity of their years can 
diſcern _ geod wor evil, are taught 
$0 point at ſuc ons whoſe decent 
frees f 4 /u Clergy-men. yo 
when | confidered with my ſelf, how ne: 
je? this Order CO 
the ſcore of that Divine ns" ” 
| whic 


, Lwillproceed no further os this 
bead, | af e —_ 


and datlizy Notions of this party. of amen, 
which are che common Theams and ſubzetts 
of their tlifecurſe, 4nd which indeed they 


vent 


hte © + ene if fri nenng ws 
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athered rub effions 
1 fr xpr 


Fo 7 in v of yds 
rg, _ ET this 


fettion,oh how gracious 4 man is he preſent- 
Le ron wib Gl Hm on 
acquaintance with God ? How acar to 
? and 4 4 ortatedanrt ve. 
prac 1%. etobe a 
abred bye _ 
ng & their parmgy Guide and 
Paſtor ; for upon bins is made good the pro- 
phi of Zechariah,cndrke Spris if Pray 
er bis wind Joſe connars 
Now what 4 wile and falſe account is 
this of the Spirit of Prayer, which if right- 
ht wenn foofibs i in nes; ws but in 
addreſſing to God, wit 
ſenſe of his Majeſty, born 4 ja 
ef of his placability threagh the ſatisfa- 
(tion that was made by Chriſts oblation of 


himſelf once for all u he off, with in- 
werd defire; fairebe tothe Nature and 


Neceſſity 


— > ——— 
wt 6 == IS ncne 


—— tr EN ————————— 
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Neceſſity of the things we want and petizi- 


on for, with reſentment of mind 
of and ies we have wandred 


into, and with Principles of gratitude for 


and 


what we have enjoyed, = 
playing # themſete acknow- 
Arg returns; And 


O_ > thiske dive with ware chefem bn 
forchand or otherways, it is all one toGod, 
for words reach not him at all, but are only 


neceſſary in prayer, when we are a, 

rar rx is the Mouth of horns 
Now this being the true Notion 

og 69 rhe ſpirit rs nfticpin _—_ 
ich is the more proper way of expreſſing 

it, would not any man wonder that 

pretending to ſo much Godlinefi, ſhould rom 


it from the heart the principal 
ee els it all « it were LA 


tip of the tomgue ? would not any man ads 
= IT ſbould pat ſuch an advan- 
rage into the hypocrites gta tocheat and 
impoſe upon the unwary part of the world ? 

for let them be never ſo fond of this Notion, 
yet they muſt know, if they be impartial in 
their reflettons upon the ations of the ages 


peſt, 
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thet by this way numbers have beth 
into al manner of Herefics and 
} and be that could utter hivs- 
if he weve tr 6d;and cold talk 
ad wif be lay s Breeft, let bis opt 
aions or deſigns be what they would, yet he 
hath not wanted and ednmrers, 


_—_ a part of 
4 Sur Pele 


Alec 


pave to moral 
eonſnefl, which % t life 


Xi; iow, and the whole 


ont in little elſe; 


rho mo of their — yp 
and nd firbivef of th etr ay neg is rakeny 
log harzngues, #nd thereby gaining the 
applenſt of literate people men inffires 


whic/ 
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which faculty if but attained i Iyer 
defign, as we know miuny thine it 
been, it is mot tobe imagined whit tricks 
| nll theats E ate thepeby to 
fr ar, and bow cheat}: 
Gert radi pr welt inp expres 
oken the peoples hearts, they carry 
the Pieces in their pockers, | ahd/ 
thentsr oo 
Bat 


4 


mes blaphen 
Ji thrangh the profecs at of theit 
and then that mmportant 


has 
Any 


enpthene 
ftical notions,than ſuch botdl and 
- dee to God, ohh ſome of 2p 
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mes ( fot God x I ſhould accuſe all ) 
have been guilt 
| 1 For what conceit can they have of a Be- 
ing, to whom men pretending ſo great 4 
veneration, talk ſo rudely, as if like the 
Heathen Gods he were to be proputiated by 
fawning words and flattering titles, by ww | 
manlike whynes and diſtorted faces ? And. 
ſnip I do beſeech theſe men who have 
4piy got ſuch a _ over the Com- 
> into their hands, 4s to perſnoade 
them almoſt to-any thing, to be more wh 
thy and fincere in their inſirutting 0 pas 
and to aneng at that when the illiterate 
and meancr ſort of prope are ONCE ENCOMPA-. 
rd gran to ſuch an unlimited exerciſe 
ir gifes, fo they ues rowd and 
wha eu littleknowle 4 Mefirhems 
ſo that within aſbort time they grow t00 
wiſe for their Teachers, and ſet ap for 
themſebves. And here bath OLE this 
Nations ruine, and Religions bane ; from 
hence London hath h—_ another Am- 
ſterdam, and every mechanick fellow hath 
aſſumed the confidence to be « Teacher of 
the people, And therefore I am the more 


ſorry 


The Bre > Sp 
that men Ar payer, to learning and 
WI ate 4 notion ſo 
a 5 new, and rs in ir 
and conſeqaente, 4nd i lately a 
riencea rod, 
= Br gh what I 0p; ſaid EP 
ad | e torral 
wiſe men, I Shall ce it bike the 
I of that Ma orb ani never to 
be forgotten perſon Charles 
the Firſt \in which, Reader, thus 2 
haſt the 


enſe m7 end in hs mm. 
ofa 
ig EEE adm 


ule of Minilte 


vatea 
oftle out and deprive the Chutch gf the 
joynt abilities, and concurrent to ifrs of 
| many learnedand godly men, {auch as 
the compoſers of theService- book were. 
2. The other Notion which I think very 
prejudicial to pope in the Hearts- 
and Lives of people, « that of the Spivit 


Rare, Teftament, and Ld had pF 
been [o abſelotely, a areefſer preparative to 
hots converjion as Fey ett, we 


| pg had an atc by the th 
qt dwichal 5, ſome oY ohne” rE- 
we might kngw Th We.were in. 
-- ths ogets out, aa, * oy: 


”n A ang Re 2 
© again 0 


_ 

Inſtead FF Corverſion 4nd Re. i 
tr be a T cha Hs Mind 
ores upon a ſenſe and fear of God, and 
ld love $0 Chriſt, and upen 4c 4- 


tron 


The Breface 
tion of ſin. ad. 42 enemy 10 all thoſe. gloriat 
jp Lppparhanry 7 Dovine My 
« clothedgend by which he hath maxi 


himſelf. ld,and inſtead of engags 

«en 0 noir hwrec ano 
of all ſon for the tinve to come , and to4 vige- 
70s purſuit. of all thoſe neceſſary vexrues 


end graces which make up an holy life ; all 
" words are plain, ht derived 
dnio the moſt ordin why 


* under Ig 3.8 
theſt men tell you that before the workof 
conver ſion be wrought, and the manthere- 
Te! 

kept in 4 att, ends 

porn uf be clapped npon bu feet, 
and the Len muſt hunt him down ſo, that 
in hisfeal there muſt beg. (oul confounding 
Ce tar nod Frkeoſ op 

» 4 4 
pear to PS cot Lime together =, 
<pgry Fudge without one le in bis Conts- 
$enances. and teke him by the hair of the 
head, 44 then throw him into 4 diſconſo- 
late dungeon, where not the leaſt light 
ſpring through the moſt minute cre- 
viſe into his ſoul. And when the man bath 


C 2 been 


, bh 


been by this way we ures 
ten A Side 
edto 
annngs aſan ant meadows 
t within bim enable him to © 
7th 4 Father, And all this muſt be prea- | 


abſolutely neceſſary,ſo that ood 
may; ru yr "gc 7 
very much —_ at themſebves as 
erites, becauſe they were not O_one to the 
obedience 0 he Are) A -y rackings 
and conv of mind as the 
But now 4s this notion is a ſvitls 
very ous, and hugely Jactegs the 
exerciſe of true Sie 
For how mach t ime harh been ſpent b 
this mitans, in 0c "0 
fearful apprehenſions of God, in 
from one place to anot ation, 
y CE velghing againſt ft themſelves, 45 
the veryeſt monſters upon t 
we. which might to proc, ſe have | 
been ſpent in theſe Heard ad arts of | 
Religion, to wit, Prayer and Meditation, | 
8c. from any of which heartily per formed | 
there xaturally ſprings into the mind, not | 
diſturbed 


a 


wok into the | 
the Goſpel, 


The Preface. 
diflurbed by troubleſome and clouded fan- 
cies, joy and comfort; ſo that this Bon- 
dage flate rather caſts a man behind-hand, 
than 4 ways helps him in his religious 
reſp. 

a wrther, how many perſons wearied 

with long expetations and waitings for 
ts they are promiſed, at leſt have 
thrown off all Religion, and looked upon it, 
and the Teachers of it to be nothing elſe but 
cheats, and that ſuch me t s 
have been impoſed upon them on to 


keep them in 
a pr cal Prieſts. 
further, how many 
have been under the diſadvantage of « me- 
lancholy complexion, have been ſo terrified 
' with theſe unworthy and wy 5 
of God, and have been kept ſo long under 
the power of them by ſome ſpiritual Empi- 
ricks, fa be "1 of f cat they have 
laid viokent hands upon themſelves. And 
| then laſtly this Doftrine is ſo very mecha- 
nical, and the Body is ſo much concerned 
init, and the Reaſon and wnderſtendin 


of men ſo little, that it makes way for 
C 3 the 


dependence upon the isſolent 
who 


The Preface. 


the wn the World, and becomes 
oideker as hath been too 
latter des f 
acquainted withal.. Amd vehether rd 
gion get any ground by ſuch things let 
ce, or hw thoſe men 


erged up 48 the only 


t0 
ſprritnal Preachers; 


| canmot tel. 
Clans Yelp 
= 3 
confe ſi 1 ds is mach ſborcer, 
Lf/t entred upon tt, ) I muſt tell thee | 
that I am not alone in my higheftren for 
the. Chiarehs « of England ; | Avs. there are 
chenfands the 
toe whoſe excellent 4nd Regular loves, and 
whſe anc fl learning ma ju be peak 
thim 4 _— the tproved 
men, whoare re ad his Charch 
whhbecbs heir Torgnes and Pens, and of 
ſuch I reid} only name two,the one is that mr 


os perſon Dr. Scillingfleet, who 
»pey Matth. 22. 43. Pay. 
Geer why Church one of the ie 
ches in the Chriſtian Warla;and in the 
ſame 


adodeut Dowtrines ſo deſtrattrve to Rel 


dC | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| The 'Prefute. 
ups Eauaryr ene 
bes fhren * yorptirs omen 
yer and nd eff laborivus than learned, Dr. 
Tillotſon, - #< Sermon before the” King, 
where he tells ws, that he had been 
accordingto his opportunities, not a 
negligent obſerver of the Genius ard 
Humour urol Jp 0g zad.Profel- 
ſions in pen the _ 
matter hehe dor in hiConkjens 


and Wonkipofit iremcacaicaty framed 
to make men ſobevly religious, ſecu- 

ring men on the--oac hand from che 

wild freaks of Enthuſiaſm, and oathe 
other hand from the grols follies of {u- 

perſtition. But if thow wilt neither beliewe 
them nor me for our baxe ſaying (0, —_ 

following dzſcourſe without prejudice , and 

if through the ttrength of thy former recete 
ved apprebenſyons,  thow welt not wholly be 

draws over tows, yet bhope thay wilt he 

Cc 4 
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believe that neither 

nb & 70 - —_ 
a nt got 4s 

ſome men through weakneff and others 


_ molar ba have repreſented them. 
Farewell. 


oi OS EFCKIET 


Faces Er wan peaked ps 


Eiſex and therefore 
mer, Apr wigs ay pda an; 


e it to that, Father Reader I muſt 
thee if thou 


uy; ahh ene i ona 
= ae me but the common ; moors 
ordinary miſcarriages of a Preſſ require, 
and | will «6k no more, yi 


nd aa 


ha. I a a & 7 *.. - 
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ohna VT. 68. | 
Then Simon Peter anſwered him, Lord, to 
whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the words 
of eternal 6x 


to divide and wen men in theit Te Joe 
and Aﬀettions, they ought ro be and 
abandoned, as the underminers not 6nly ofmenis 
peace; and comfortable abode together, bur of 


their 
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their real ſafety and ſecurity 

ht t0 fear the imbibi and ſuck; 
nas be bon fo a. 
of which 4s to 


and eve 


le 
; he 
I which body ID 
vital parts, which keep the in 
and plight, For ſuch principles they heat mens 
fancies and naturally make- them proud and in- 
ſolent ; and nothing can ſatizfie thoſe who are 
commanded by them but Rule and Government, 
Authority and Dominion ,. and to curb and 
rein them. in, as to avy they have placed 
their Paſſions 6n, is to them, lke the 
wild Bull entangled in a faſt-knotted Net, full 
of rage and fury, overthrowing every thing, 
with an impetuous violence, that ſtands in their 
way to the enj of their dcfired objet ; 
of Princes,nor the Stalls 


T Emo 


fo, 
uſe our 


fs 


of 


ery one 


[- _— 
4110 
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be the care of ev 
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4 A Modeſt Plea 
to whem ſhall we go ? thou haſt the word: of eter- 
nal life, The Sence of which words, & brook 
any refletion upon the occaſion of them, in 
briefis this : That ſo long as men can enjoy the 
clear Methods of Salvation, and have all thoſe 
neceſſary Means and Helps, that the wants of 
their Souls require, in order to eternal happi- 
neſs , ſo long as nothing is impoſed upon them 
either in Belief or Practice, that naturally tends 
to obſtru@ and hinder the progreſs of Holineſs 
and Religion in mens Minds , ſo as men 
may under that Diſpenſation in which they were 
born and bred, as eaſily, nay ſooner attain thoſe 
divine Qualifications, thoſe excellent Diſpoſi- 
tions, thole needful Graces, and uſeful Verrues 
which the Goſpel commands every mans en- 
deavour after, than they can under any other , 
So long as the Sociery to which they are united, 
48 atrue Society, in which are all Adminj 
tions according to the injunction of him who is * 
the Maſter of it, why, whither ſhould we go 
fromit in order to better, and mend our ſclves? 
Let us run into what Tents we pleaſe, let us be- 
take our ſelves ro what numbers of men we can, 
thatmagnifie themſelves with the moſt glorious _ 
Titles, and profeſs themſelves the only Fa- 
yourites and - Intimadoes of the Hol Jeſus ' 
why, yet we can but attain ro eternal Life, and 
that { am ſure to as , nay better purpoſes, 
all things conſidered, we may do where we are 
 alr cady ; 


for the Church of England... &5 


already , and therefore, Lord, to whom ſhall 
wego? forinthat Church, in which thou haſt 
| lanted us, and inthat Church, which thou baſt 
| ſo many years watered with thy bleſſing, we 
may have eternal Life ; and if men can honeſtly 
propound any other End in chooſing. either 
their Religion or their Opinions 1n- 
inp this erernal Life, why, ler them follow theic 
own Fancies, and be led by the wild firc of their 
own headlong imaginations. And now I ſup- 
poſe by this _— may eaſily fee into my: 
Deſign, which conſiſts of theſe rwo things. 
1. To prove, That we of this Church have 
all neceſſary Advantages for gaining of eternal 
Life, and therefore have ng jult occalign ro ruth 
away, and ſeparare from it. 
2. To inquire, How it comes to paſs that a 
Church in which we have all the Advantages 
for getting erernal Life, ſhould meet with ſuch 
>, Contempt and Diſregard, ſbould be ju. ſo fk 
\. anddedining a Condition ? | 
But before 1 enter 'opon either of theſe, 1 
muſt needs make this Proteſtation, That, I bleſs 
God, I come nor here to expreſs mine own. 
_ _ _._privare Paſſions, nor to act revenge for 
 parxicuhar injury I have received from thole 
by their Poſitions, and their Praftiſes do 


: : 


inlinuate into the belief of the credulous World, 
we of this Church do ſhut men our of 
ezexnal Life, No, had it nor been for an hearty 
B 3 zeal 


zeal 1 haye for the Church my Mother, and 


eons Government in the World : There- 
Ire 


Members, ſor eternal Life, CC — 
not £0 a rom it : which appear 1 
we cgobder whar is abſolutely neceſſary tothe 


for the Church of Bughand. - 7 


laid down, or eaſily deduced out of 
and there is not an Article 


: 


22 
t 


; 
Y 
b 
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fl 
j 


1 
E 
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- 


: 
i 


of our Faich, No, no, our Belief is of fuch 
things as are in Scripture, and were emtertained 
as Dottrings and determined ſo ( in ſubordina- 
tion to the Authority of Scriptures) by the four 
firſt Genera] Councils, And j our 
Church would have been very much to blame, 
if under a pretence Cy out _—_— 
4 4 
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8 

and Articles of Faith, ſhe had id- 
vented 

having neither face nor footing in the Holy 


other Principle, of another Dye, that put them 
a 10n from the Church of Rowe. 
re ſhe took care that the Terms of 
her Communion in point of DoErine ſhould be 
few and obvious ; ſuch as no man that is not 
Obſtinate and reſolved ſhould deny a r 


my {if his Bonds-man, "Naz, ſo ligxle liable 

—T— Nr 
agreeable to writ (t 

Standard of all Do&rines, ) that ous 

very &dverfarics themſelves canogt in all theig 

Declamations agaioſt our Church, forbear ex- 


—_— Care and Wiſdom of our firſt 
Reformers in this particular, and moſt of them 
zeſtifie their readineſs to ſubſcribe ro the Truth 
pint 451 could prove from their declared 

pinjons in ſeveral of theix primed Treatiles. 


- 


for the Church of England, og 
Yea, if need be, 1 could make good this fol- 
lowing Story, which 1 think is no ſmall Vindi- 
cation of our Churches Docrines, That one of 


ror Aipearat RdroTin nf nn 
ro ySix 

but for his affected ſingularity, he might as well 
have ſaid Thirty and nine) and thoſe made the 
anions ear Qanates ger 4 
tothe woned Clemeticy of moſt of thoſe, 

who call for Toleration, when they cannot rule 
and govern, preſſed that whoever refuſed Sub- 
ſcription to them, ſhould undergo the penalry 
pf being baniſhed his Native Kingdom , an Ex- 
preflion that begot inthe breaſt of a late Reve- 
rend Prelate, chat fate by, a reſencment agree» 
able to his known C acd Moderation, 
and extorted from him a ſnyart reproof of the 
haughty Separatiſt for his apparent Cruelty ; 
ard All this ] think makes good that 'ris not our 
DoRrine from which theſe men can ferch the 
Grounds and Reaſons of their going from *, 
| 2. Ler 
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2. Let us therefore deſcend to the other 
thing requiſite ro Eternal Life, which is an holy 
and upright Praftice, a well-compoſed Life, 
and a regular Converſation, which are t 
chiefeſt things in which Holineſs does conſiſt , 
and he who efteems himſclf ſo upon any other 
ſcore, he labours under a very foul miſtake, 
For inſtavce, He that Saints himſelf yan 
account of ſome ſudden and vehement of 
indifcreer and ſulphureous Zeal, of ſome imagi- 
ned Raptures, and ſuppoſed inri and cor- 
reſpondence with all the three in the 
Trinity , he that ſtrokes his Breaſt, as the only 
acquaintance with God and Chriſt, purely for 
his liſting himſelf into ſuch a Party ef 
rerraining fuch Opinions as the good Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtians never had R_ 
ledge or conviction of : further, he that hath 


no other Plea for his ing Goodneſs, than 
his obſerving uncommanded Fafts, and ſlighting 
Days appointed by Authority for {olemn Com- 


memgrarion of paſt Beflings, and hearty 
petitions for Mereies wanted ; hethat hath no 
other ro make out his internal Graces, 
than by a ſolemn Winke and = meager Face,than 
by 2 ſcornful pity of the ignorance of his Betrers, 
and bewailing with 2 doleful figh the carnal 
ſtare of his Neighbours, (though indeed they 
underſtand Religion in its Deſignaud end ever 

Way better than himſelf ) than by declining =_ 

publick 
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publick Places of Worlkip and runving inco the 


Kate be & takes of hl, adds rx 


have —_ and 
ont villaious Defigns 
—_ Parallel. And now in this Notion of 
Holinelawe will give other Churches leave to 
go before our own. 

T Bar if we take Holineſs in a Goſpel ſence, in 
CC ion fails ro hole fre at Che 
ſtances in which we are, thoſe ſeveral Relari- 
ons in which we ſtand, eh 
cies thar we have , Thenl will 


does 
any may from this Church of ours ? For here 


—_— Take 


== pr rar yur much deſpiſed 
_ We are permined, nay commanded, 

to Ged ima T ro ramp we 
—_ words apt and ſ1gnificative of the fence 
they bear, and with Prayers on—_—— 
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that ſence, which no man thar is unprejudiced 
IIS nn We gotp2/Veg 
through 7eſm _ preſuming neither upon 


rm Luke8. 18. To him that hath ſhall be 
given, that is, the more Graces and Vertues 
Gur Souls are adorned withall, the more ſhll 
will God bleſs us in the improvement of ther. 

2, If we take a view of thoſe Advantages we 
have for Ezernal Life by Preaching, by whole- 
fome Documents and Inſtructions ; why, 1am 
not afraid to fay that we have no Reaſon to 
| throw 
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throw our ſelves out of our Mothers Arms 
upon this account, or to forſake her for the 
_— Breaſts ; for ſo long as we are 
to Salvation, and thoſe 

ſeveral preſſing — why we ought ro 
pradtiſe thew, ( and indeed he muft be a very 
ordinary man who is clothed with facred Or- 
ders, and cannot teach us this :) Why it 
be our allotment to be under the ofa 
Miniſter, who cannot deliver himſelf with thar 
affe&ion, whoſe Tem r of Body will not allow 
him ſuch degrees of Zeal ; 3 why, we 
muſt make up that want in him, by raiſing our 
own affections, in our. retirements, before we 
attend the Publick, to an higher pitch, and 
better ſtrain, and then 1 ath ſure every thing thar 
is Divine and tends to Holineſs, though noc pro- 


nounced with that ad e others do, 
will be welcome 'and de delightſome to us ; for 


' It isnot, commonly, ſo much rhe Dulneſs of the 
Man we hear, a5 the Deadneſs of our Aﬀeions 
tro him, thar makes us complain of the 

brableneſs of his Miniſtery. And I have known 
ſeveral, who ſo long as Intereſt or Acquaintance, 
or any thing elſe ot equal influence, harh kepr 
up their kindneſs or affetion to any 

Preacher, —_— followed bim with gree- 
dineſs, with attention, and praiſe@ 
him to exceſs ; and their Minds never received 
greater adyantage nor their Attections # more 


vigorous 


— 
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meet with it am the allowed Teach- 
©, <lpecaly con one few they 


upon me 10 r preac 

hearing, bur yer this I muſt needs ſay, and 1 
fear not a bluſh in ſaying of it, That as often as 
I can get unity te enjoy other mens La- 
bours, I meet with luch Diſcourſes, as 
may vie with mens, Whatever they would 
erkinade he eaſe wos 10 the comrary ; eſpe- 
cially, which I have no reaſon ro doubt, if their 
Popular Sermons be fraught with no more co- 
 herene Sence and Reaſon than their printed 
Diſcourſes are. 

I do not love to make Reflexions upon any 
mans Labours, who deſigas a good ro the 
Warld ; and whatfoever Books pony 
thele meu have done any ſervice to the Mi 
of men, I heartily ble(s God tor : Bur yet this 
I muſt needs fay, That we may meet with Ser- 
mons from ah pharyrwae pai en 
Encouragemene of our Church, that may 
any, gay, if I had id, for ſtrength of Reaſon, 
fac weightinels of Argument, for bt andappo- 
lite quetations of Texts of Scripture, for aps 
and proper Terms and Expreſlions, may 
j to excell any or molt that the Brethren 
of the Separation have fer forth, I think L had 
not. tranſgreſſed the Lines of Truth ; But my 

Deſign 
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to convince mens Judgments, and 

not ro - ry Paſſions, = ſalmon ſuck 
Compariſons, However, this I am ſure, (which 
ſerves my preſent undertaking) that we may , 
from the authorized Re OE es 
knowledge of all Do&rines that are 
and he that does not pfeach them, and give ſuck 
Reaſons for them, we Natures of ſuch 
will bear, neither underſtands his Bible, 
yet hath well ſtudied thoſeArticles of theChurch 
that he hath formally fubſcribed unto : to ſup- 
pole mhch of wy Fri dedicated by an Ho- 
+. Office to I think is very unchari- 


Wallthea, cannot you of the Separation, for 
rag theſe things, meet with as 
Reaſons for the Being of a God, for the Truth 
of the Meſſiab,, for the Neceſficy of Intetnal 
Holineſs, tor the carrying your ſelves {uirably 
to that Creature-ſtare in which you are, and ſg 
for all other Requiſites to be known, in our 

| places of Worſhip, and from Men in- 

with a Legal, as well as Divine Authori- 

hy as from others, Who take up this publick 

way of Preaching without the allowanee, vay, 

the Command of the Laws of their 

rey ? I tell you, ro deny this, is to be 

prond and vain, and to arrogate too much t6 
ſelves. A fault too common a 

ſome men, who would make others _ 
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theſe men, 2s 
i ; forTam 
argue much of the Leaven of 
, but nothing ar all of the Temper 
the Goſpel : and he that hath no 
better Evidences than theſe, of his Saintſhip, T 


pans Je ob ns ofthis Truth, ] dare 
enter 


that hath taken the Sword 
pretence whatſoever, 
: vox ; or that hath 


| reju- 
into the Minds of his Neighbours againſt 
the preſent management of Aﬀairs. 
- Where can you find a man amongſt 


us, who, 
Sove- 
Saign 


contrary to the Commands of his Lawful 
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as in any ver, Wehave 
Houſes to read, and are allowed 
them as well as they, and I preſume we 
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with vaſt Numbers of others, 
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pray rm 
ta rv mere 


aſliftance ) de adjudged ro 

Se Flew: ork. merry 
CER EEEESSS 
within him ! 


And I know for them- 
SL IE 
the to convey theſe Divine Princi- 


was, 
God, thar it was his will and pleaſure in 
CI that that Government 
depen 
they can preſent us aModel having nothing 
of ame and Prudential Determination in 
it, we will anſwer them, and 16 prin 
'Tiwe and our Breath in 
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every mans door ; ) and if we once could arrive 
fo that happineſs, as to make the Common 
People wiſe, and the Leaders of them in theſe 
forbidden Tracks lent, we ſhould quickly find 
Obedience ro our Laws a more Irhing, 
than, God knows, to the grief FF al wiſe ob- 


fervers, 
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we can take -with them, ca : 
hardly tO a underſtand 
common ſentc, ber ris_ cr Prw nag. bo 
ral Duties of Religion, And rhus proved, 
andT hope to ſatisfation, that the of 
1s wanting in nothing that refers to 


our Beliefor Practice, and fo harps wr to 
will proceed to 


Life, ſhould meet with ſuch Contempt and Dif- 
regard? And here, upon enquiry, we ſhall 
find "this principally proceeds theſe ways ; 
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2, ) From 
- hinder 


yed Reputation. 
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gory rr pe nyiny fr 
Bonds-man, And therefore I hope no man 
ar pn. me =» EO, of a binter 

2. As this our Church loſes its Reputation 
and Eſteem, by falſe Fri conſider'd in 2 
Civil and Political ſence , fo ir loſes very 
much, and I wiſh there were op cauſe on 


00gy gat monte ous ws 

et us fight our Enemies with- their own wes- 

pons,, and be as often Conformity 

and Obedience to- wholſome Laws, as they afe 

ſtirring up their kearers to diſſarisfaRtions and 

diſcontencs; and then Iam ſurg we ſhall o_ 
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4 > us yy 


whileſt the Enemy thus ſowes Tares, theg 


the Lord have mercy upon us, we 
and *xis 


ts =: 
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it 40 me —— 
road Peace and —— 
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I am afraid the Children unborn will riſe up 
and call them curſed who were the firſt Pro- 


9 enra) that Revenge they canm 
IT e-Lighe is to Darkneſs, Oh if 
ſome ofthe old Puritans, who heedleſly 

, 1sOriginal ; 


men; wherher they will 
*or no, to look apon Religion as Colitis By 


” —” a_ —_—_ "ns wa "TD wr 


— _—_— WY _ —_—O— —_— 


for the Charth of England, Gy 
ine, fitted for any Deſign, Luſts and 
Falfivns, mens Incereſ and Advantage (hal 


ſuggeſt unto them, To fee men deliberately 
m—_— _ ————— —— 
thoſe Laws, in the jon of which the 
ſafety both of King and Kingdom are concerned, 


*tis an unaccountable piece 


be parallel'd. From this bold Conrivance, : 
IT a—_ if not timely diſcoura- : 
ged, the inevitable Ruine both of and 
Srate ; and therefore from the thiog it ſelf, and 
its miſerable Effes, let us all ay, Good Lord 
deliver us. b > (bot 
.- 4. This excellevt Church receives very con- 
fiderable damage from thoſe idle rales that are 
carried up and down, againſt the Reverend 
Biſhops and their Regular Clergy, whereby 

ies, although irs yp ure is 
And if they can but get 
whereby they may dilpa- 


or blot the Temperance 
Sobri of thetr Miniſter, why, preſently 


lety 
one hot-headed fellow or other poſts from one 
F company 


And 
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- And though upon the ſuppoſal rhat any of 
theſe idle ſtories are true, yer f the fame thing 
defall any of their own gang, who we know 
are not without their faults, why, preſently 
ſhifts and excuſes are made, and cither God 
ſees no Fault in Iſrael, or elſe the Fleſh was 
weak though the Spirit was ſtrong : but for a 
peu tarp qatotemaas py wane Apt 
is preſently an argument of a Reprobate mind, 
of a ſoul forſaken by God ; and he mult not 

be admitted to any poſſibilicy of Reconcilia- 
tion with Heaven, unleſs he renounce his for- 
mer obligations ro Authority and Laws, and 
herd himſelf amongſt theſe reficed and ſpiri- 
tualized perſons, And now by this artifice 
the Church ſinks in the eſteem of many unwa- 
ry perſons, and they ſtand ready ſuch fi- 
m—_ repreſentations Toru Eons 
or ſay W may 
CE TE her glory. is this fair 
dealing ? is ir like the Spirit of the Golpel, 
which thinketh no evil, much leſs with a tick- 
ling pleaſure ſpeaketh evil of others? 1s this 
any argument that they are better and more 
experienced Chriſtians than their Neighbours : 
Can they upon this account vindicate and chal- 
lenge to themlelyes the right of being God's 
Children? and do they entail their Saintſhip 
upon-their reviling, and loading with calumny 
and reproaches thoſe ug are their w_ 

2 uc 
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ſach as are entruſted with publick Offices, and 
therefore not to be under two or three 
Witneſſes > If this be their Religion, and 
one of the evidences of their being the only 
of God, truly as yer 1 muft demur, 
oreI wiſh my ſelf of their Number : for 
according to my preſent belief of things, 
which 1 think is ſounded upon the plain 
ration of Gods mind in Scripture, the clear 
contrary to theſe is what the Goſpe] commands, 
and that Charity which our Saviour was an 
example of, I am fure was that which the Apo- 
acquaints us with, namely ſuch a one as is 
fo far from divulging, and laying open mens 
- — that it covers a multitude of 


And though I know many of theſe things are 
forged, yet upon the admiſſion of them to be 
rrue, ler theſe men if they can, prove either 
from Scripture or from Reaſon, that it 15 
their duty ro uncover their Brothers naked- 
neſs, and to render ſuch perſons ridiculous, 
whoſe very Office in all Ages, hath command- 
ed ancſteem and veneration. No, no, this isa 
ſign amorgſt many other rhings, rhar Conſci- 
ence is not ſo much concerned in the quarre} 
as is prerended; for 1 am fure an honeſtter- 
der conſcience rightly underſtood, is fuch a 
one as 15 univerſally diſpoſed ro every thing 
that is made matrer of divine command, a- 

| mong 
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which covering, which I faid before, 
ann Aaopurdy and reſt a taln brother in 
the Spirit of meeknefs, are 


and obvious, 
And therefore 1 muſt defire thoſe, to whoſe 
ears (nch tales are to conſi- 
der thar the told are either true or falſe : 
ng and of an — 


their retirement 
Gore for fark police perfor, cir they may 


many of them are, though 

told with all the degrees of boldneſs, they 
ought to vindicate their brother and 
ive ſuch rebukes to this 2s 
nature of the crime calls for. But whether 
they be true or falſe, I will fay, unleſs the at 
alledged be very notorious indeed, that he is 
as great 2 acralgreor who with = 


light and forwardneſs ub. he 
the other is in com it, And if this 


thing be bur confidered is in its Principle and in 
its End and Deſign, we (ball find, ſuch aggra- 
vations in it, as will eaſily induce us to believe 
this man, to be never the better Saine for his 
departure f: om the Church of E —_ For 
I do ſay this courſe is a diabolical, 
| a 
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a dire&t imitation of him who in Scriprure is 
FR Accuſer of the Brethren , And ler 
t men glory in their with 
God and Chriſt as loadly as they pleaſe, yer 
I am fure this ſpirit is from the Devil, and 
ſhall never find an entertainment and acceptance 
from bim who is ftyled Love it felf And 
truly though for many Reaſons I have bur a 
very ordinary opinion of the late Reformers, 
which I liſt not now to repeat, yet Iwillbefo 
open as to tell the World this is one, to wit 
their readineſs to publiſh their curſed book of 
Centuries, and in it ro divulge whatſoever they 
could invent or find for the defamation of the 
| of the Church of E»gland, An action 


wg. . 

5. The Church of &ncland ſuffers very much 
by Simontacal Contracts, by entring upon 
paltoral charges indirectly, and leaping imo 
preferments over thoſe gates and walls, which 
the Church hath raiſed on purpoſe, that none 
might enter upon her ſacred employments, and 
Encouragernents, bur with Conſcienc - as 
uf C OW gh Cciear 
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clear a3the Sunat Noon, Andamongſt 
bute towards the lols. 


reform and inſtruct the people. And where 
a Miniſter of the Golpel is idle and careleſs in 
the execution of his duty, there the common 
people either run into diviſions, and oppoſite 
parties to him, or elſe grow rude and heathen- 
4." vnqoms are very miſchievous 10 the 
2. The Church is injured by chat. contempt 
that ſuch a thing brings ,upon their Teacher 
amonglt the common people , for though theſ& 
contracts may be kept trow legal progt, yes 
there are ulually ws RI in them, 
4"; 2s 
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as make them ſhrewdly ſaſpe&ed, which I could 
name, if it was convenient. And pray how 
can ſuch a man live in any regard and credit,who 
ls believed to ger a title to his living by creep- 
ing t back door of perjury ? Cer- 
taivly'the belief of this, muſt bar up the way, 
through which wholſome documents and true 
information of necefſary things ſhould be con- 
veyed into the peoples minds; and this is 
h to ruine not only the reputation but the 
lJabours of any ſuch man whatſoever. And 'ris 
not poſſible for him ro govern with that autho- 
rity, and to thoſe good purpoſes be might do, 
who' is believed a perſon of no principles nor 
Conſcience, bur will fwallow down any 
thing, and voluntarily incur the cenſure of 
the moſt perfidions wretch, rather than 
_— any conſiderable advantage from the 
orld. 

And therefore I do heartily beg of the Lay 
Patrons ( forthanks be ro in this parti- 
cular we have no reaſon to complain of the 
Biſhops and the other Clergy, as to thoſe ſhares 
of Church preferment that are in their diſpo- 
fal ) Ifay 1 muſt _ Lay Patrons to con- 
ſider ſeriouſly that that excellent Church in 
which their happineſs and fafety is involved, 
ſuffers by their private gain, and that they ſer 
their own advantage againſt that of the Church 
gheir Mother, and that they do betryy the Souls 

of 
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accountable at the Laſt day, not only for their 
own Sin, but for that very Sin of Perjury the 
vicious Prieſt is guilty of ; for he that invites 
amantoa fin, 1s reckoned as if he had com- 
mitted the ſin bimſelf. 

And further I precuentes conlidera- 
tions that unſpeakab diſcouragement, which 
by ſo doing they give to learning, and thoſe 
w 


improvements which render men 
ard i uſeful ro the Church, and the Inter- 
eſt of immorral rs — 
more M than H or Learning, 
climb intro : beſt Preferments, and men of 


Parts, and Principles, who by pai 


very 
4 ro, ard below their mani 
deſerts and worth. 

And if there be not ſome further re 
found out this diſtemper, we may 
expe in a time, ro ſee the Church ina 
more forlorn ang deſpicable conduion than 

now 
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now it.is, which God of his goodneſs preveng. 
For I cannot forbear reaſſerting this, that the 
Church and State are {o neceſſarily helpful to 
one another, that they will live and die toge- 
ther, 

6. This Charch receives no ſmall injury 
from the careleſs and remiſs attendance of 
of her profeſſed admirers, upon her publick 
Devotions and Inſtrutions. And though I 
do not think that Religion lays any obligation 
upon her Children to hear a Sermon naps hb. 
of the week, nor to eſteem that time loit and 
vainly ſpent in which we are not upon Qur knees 
in prayer; yet this I am ſure of, that we are 
obliged to attend, if not reaſonably prevented, 
upon all thoſe Ordinances, which the Church 
hath enjoyned us ; and to omit them, is to yio- 
late our obligations to that Authority, to 
which we have vowed and profeſſed ſubjeQi- 


00, 
And if we conſider well, we ſhall find that 
not only the neeeffity of our Souls ( which by 
often and dutiful approaches to God in pub- 
lick prayer, are preſerved in a warm and 
vigorous ſenſe of God, and ſo conſequently 
made more fearful 6f running into any courle 
hereby he is oftended,) requires this at our 
nds , but the being uſeful to others by our 
good examples, eſpecially if we be men of 
power and authority ; for Examples withthe 


common 
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common people are more prevalent, uſually, 
than Arguments and Demonſtrations, And 
therefore he that either our of a vain noti 
that one Sermon a day is more than he can pra- 
Riſe, or from a lazy and ſlothſul temper, 
which too ann nr, wn 4 or becauſe it is 
the beſt time he can ſpare from his other bu- 
lineſs, toindulge himſelf and his Neighbours 
in exceſſive and intemperme drinking, neg- 
lets not only the preaching but the publick 
rs of the Church which he is bound to be 
at Evening as well as Morning, why, 
I muſt tell him that he is an enemy to that 
Church of which he is a member, and puts an 
argument into her Adverſaries mouth, where- | 
by he renders her contemprtible. 
And is it not a ſhame, tell me you whoare 
the perſons guilty of this crime 1 am now ac- 
cuſling, to ſee men more zealous in 
than you are in preſerving the reputation 
publick Laws ? and to behold Faction more 
eagerly ſupported and upheld than Loyalry and 
obedience ? Ard therefore 1 do in the name 
and behalf of the Church your Mother, beg 
and intreat you all to render her and her publick 
Devorions more venerable in the eyes of the 
common people, by your conſtant waiting 
upon all. her Offices, upon all thoſe publick Mi- 
niſteries, wherein (h: diſpenſes wholſome food 
$0 all her Children; for this will evidence thar 


which 
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which many people are unwilling to believe, 
ro wit, that Eſſential Riohecouſerh, ad Good? 
neſs are as viſible and conſpicuous in the Mem- 
bers of our Church as ia any other, and that 
if her Counſels be but followed, there are 
none that make nearer approaches to the 
Zeal and fervour, to the Innocence and 
ſimplicity of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
than the Sons of the Church of England 
do. 

7. This Churches honour and due regard is 
leſſened by a perfunRory and careleſs conſide- 
ration of the confuſions and diſorders, that 
followed her diſſolution by the pretended po- 
wer ofa Parliament, For he that truly weighs 
what monſtrous Opinions preſently brak 
upon us, ſuch as were deſtructive of all our 
Civilas wel) as Religious Rights and Liberty; 
he that refie&s upon the impudence and 
| wherewith every private was ven- 
ted and ſpread abroad, and how ſervants be- 
came our Maſters, ard the Meaneſt of the 
people preſumed ro handle ſacred things: 
further, he that conſiders the bloud was ſpilr 
and the treaſure was exhaulted, ard all rhis for 
a thing they could never agree what it .was ; 
why, certainly he cannot but maintain a value 
and juſt eſteem for a Church, which by her 
Do&trin-s and Canons purs every thing into 
us proper place, and fertles every a 
l5 
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his own office, and preſcribes him duties ſuir- 
able to rhe ſphere in which he moves, giving 
a juſt power to Magiſtrates to enaRt,and puniſn< 
ing Subjefts for any wilful diſobedience ro 
thoſe Laws ſo enacted ; enjoyning the Paſtor 
of every flock to teach the people all neceſſa- 
ry duties, and commanding the people co ſuch a 
——_— to thoſe, = non tre wwe neither 
prejudicial ro their ment 
nor yet allows them cane ro ſcorn 
and cenſure whatſoever pleaſes not their 
own itching ears and over-curious palats. 

And therefore let me here adviſe all men 
who are not pernicioully reſolved,to take notice 
well of this one thing, and I am confident it will 
a far toward their cure, Let them con- 

der the violence after this Church was down, 
offered-ro mens Eſtates for their conſcientious 
adherence to their Prince, -the taking 
the Lives of many of the good Subjects of the 
Kingdome purely for not ſiding with them a- 
Faint the known Fundamental Laws, the di- 
veſting of many of the Nobility of their birth- 
right, becauſe they purſued his Intereſt from 
whom their Titles of Honour were immediately 
derived : Let them conſider further the ſtrange 
Maxims of Policy by which they aQted,after the 
taking down the Churches Fences, and every 
mans doing what was good in his own eyes, lex 
them conſider the horrid and intolerable abuſes 
pur 
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put upon the Providence of God, arid at laſt 
the murther of the beſt of Kings,and I willwar- 
rant them, if they be cool and 1n their proper 
lenſes, and not ſworn to the Intercit of a FaRi- 
on,they will keep alive in their breaſts a greater 
veneration for the Church of England than they 
had before, - And t I am ſorry we have 
any occaſion to mention theſe things, and rubb 
up theſe old ſores, yet ſo long as men ſtand ready 
with their former principles and prejudices to 
a& over the ſame part again, I think every 
honeſt man ought to Jet the uwowary V 
know, what was the effec of theſe mens tormer 
ings,that ſo they may be armed again 
all cemptations thereunto for the time to c 
ifever opportunity, which God forbid, 
ſerve them, 

8. The Church of England receives very 
conhderable prejudice by wifinterpreting and 
mniſepp! ing of ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which 
are rib preſſed contrary to their very 
grammatical ſenſe, to ſerve the ends and de- 
{igns of her Adverſaries, and to draw oft the 
common people from any good opinion of 
ber, The common people, I ſay, whoſe ze 
of underſtanding 1s fo little, as to live wholly 
vpon Other mens Judgments, and to believe 
what theſe buſie Encroachers upon the Rights 
of Government ſay, without any ſerious re- 
Hections or conſiderations at all : and ſuch ſort 
OT 
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oft uſeful 
_—_ mr > 
aod whom make proud 
penn enbat Go ek 


” wenchaSen$ el ark, of 
pt 
my («lf deſerving the ſevereſt 
great a ſcandal calls for, -1 — 
mens names upon the ſtage, though 1 
iwcll this Treatiſe by fuch jons if I plea- 
ſed. Only I will ask 
ment there is, berwixt Egype 
Me EE eg 
Ceremonies ? For my part I can 
I ſuppoſe all wile men are of m Hr 


this compariſon, bart an infinuation 
the Vulgar people, that 08 King nnd Bi 
are as great enemies to ww OY 


and 

and 

therefore there can be nothing elſe deſigned by 
into 
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the Laws made for the preſervation and honour 
of our Church, are as great burrhers, as thoſe 
the 1ſraclite; underwent by the cruelty of the 
Eyyprian taskmaſters, 
urther I would fain know, what affinity 
there is betwixt us and that Baby/on that is made 
— of in the Revelations, and _— 
| great a ruine? Yet Babylon being 2 
word uſed toa very bad ſenſe, — 
ſuch a great Degeneracy, why preſently this poor 
innocent Church that impoſes nothing upon the 
minds of men either in point of Belief or Pra» 
tice but what is admi ſerviceable to the 
ends and deſigns of Religion, ſhe muſt hand 
over head be called Babylon, and upon this 
ſcore the common people muſt be raught ro run 
away from her, becauſe ſhe is under that deno- 
mination the Mother of Harlots, though many 
of thoſe that upon ſuch 100s have for- 
ſaken her Diſcipline and , God 
knows have run theraſelves our of breath, and 
have letled no where, till they have ſunk cither 
into Atheiſm or Popery. | 
Further, when the Separatiſts iovite the ig- 
norant rabble 10-encreaſe their Numbers in 
order ro affright Governours from interrupting 
them zn their Spiriczal exjoyments, as they 
call them, by {uch places of Scripture as that 
2 Corinthians 6. 17, Come ont from among them, 
and be jon ſeparate, ronch xo nnclean thing, are 


they 


| 
| 
| 
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they nor very unworthy, or elſe very ignorant 


"in the application of it ro our Church? for 


upon a true conſideration, that place refers to 
nothing but the Idolatry of the Heathens, and 
hath no Argument 1n it, if they cannot prove 
ns as truly Idolatrous as the Heathens were , 
until the —_y of which they ought, by all the 
_—_—_ honeſty, to let our people _ 
peaceably ietly amongſt us, ſervi 

according to - m_Hrnes_Ih tad Inftivetions 
of our C : and if they will bur give us 
reſt and peace {0 . we need not fear their 
vying Numbers with us, 

—_—_ when they engage the credulous Mul- 
itude to withdraw from our publick Devori- 
ons, by citing that place of the Apoſtle, Colof. 
20, 21. Tonch not, tafte not, handle not, which 


refers ( upon an imparrial into the 
Apoltles meaning) vo certain { ons, ſuch 
2s from Marriage, and ſome forts of 


meats as utterly unlawful, which were not fo, 
aud ſo became real encroachments and ufur- 
pations upon the - Chriſtian liberry , why, 
though this ſtrikes at the Church of Reme, 
which impoſes upon the minds of met things 
as abſolutely neceſſary, which have no fuch 
neceſſity, neither in thetr own nature, nor 
vertue of any command from God, yer it 
reaches not at all any legal injunction of our 
Church, which is _ as —_—_— 
a 


7 


and thar 
alcerable when ir ſeems to the ſame 
of our Cere 


Authority, which is all we lay 

And ſo long as the people by ſuch (light 
now 25 the peop 

artifices as ———_ ved, and that 

there are certain bulie and needy perſons , who 

make a trade of impoſing thus upon them, fo 


tv keep our Church in 


head under which I may bring the preſent mi- 
ſery of our Church, and that is, 

9. The credulity and caſine/s of the comme 
people ro take in whatſoever is ſuggeſted ro 
them, by men preterending more than ording- 
ry ſanctity and holineſs, Alas their Judgments 
being but weak and crazy, and their improves 
ments very ſmall ( for which they ſtand enga- 
ged chiefly ro a careleſs education ) and their 
atfeRtions being the chief Ringleaders of them 

into 
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into Belief as well as aRon, Jet but a 
crafty fellow come, and utter hi with 2 
loud and Stextor-likg voice, let him open his 
throat till he be boarſe again and make 
ſorts of faces, let him bur a more 


and 
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Regiſter, and cry up ; 
peculiar Veſſels, becauſe God hath taken ſuch 
care ofthem, as to ſend ſo powerful a Meflen- 
ger among't them. 

And though I could produce ſufficient evi- 
dence of the truth of this fromthe Hiſtories and 
Accouncs bf the late bad times, yet I will be 
ſparing ; and only for the confirmation of what 
I have here aſſerted, refer the Reader to the 
{tory of Mrs, Haschinſon in New England. 
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We know very well that the people that fit 
went over thirher, were ſuch as had notori- 
ouſly forſaken the Church of England, and 
were therefore pſt one another cryed up 
45 the moſt Godly and tender conſcienced peo- 
ple inthe world, ſuch as longed afrer nothing 
tore than ro bathe themſelves in the pure 
ſtreams, and to breath in the clear air of Goſ- 
pel Ordinances; people, who were inwardly 
perm with Gods will, being his ſecret 

hidden ones, and manifeſting themſelves 
ſo by expoſing their lives and fortunes in crof- 
ſing the Seas, and taking up their habirations 
in an howling deſert, ard all this our of prin- 
tiples of Conſcience, and an earneſt deſire 
to worſhip God according to the pattern in the 
hat yer chek le, who if you wil 

And yet theſe v ple, who if you 
believe the brags hey mad: of Snakes had 
an Un&tivn from the holy one, and were there- 
by impowered ro know all things, who were 
cryed up as wiſe ſober and well-grounded Chri- 
ſtians, why no ſooner did they hear the charm» 
ing voice of this bold- and daring woman, 
( though the things delivered by her had by 
their own confeſſion the whole current of Scrip- 
rure againſt chem ) bur they preſently cryed 
her up as one raiſed up of God for ſome great 
work; and amongſt many other things, the 
calling of the Jews was at hand, and ſhe was wh 
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the Inſtrument of it. And as the fays,(wrir 
by themſelves,) ſhe had a gs 
counſel and clearing up mens ſpiritual eſtates, 
than any Miniſter, nay than all the Elders inthe 


And if this be noe a ſufficient evidence of the 
eaſineſs and weakneſs of the common-people, 
I cannot tell what is, And how far fuch 
are to be truſted with liberty to hear 
ceiver that ſets up for a Guide and Di 
the people, I leave the Governours of the 
dom,whoſe concernments are of greater wei 
and moment than mine own, to judge. Only 
this I will aſſert, that had the Common people 
been wiſer, or the Deceivers of them fewer, I 
am ſure the Church had been in a berrer ſtate 
than now it 15, 


of 


decay. 
For let theſe men be but once prejudiced a- 


gainſt any thing upon the leaſt account, and 

become _ ro unalrerable, and ic muſt be 

2 deal of _—_ —————__ 

of knowledge and underſtanding that can bring 
them off, This is obvious to every ; 

man whatſoever. And therefore we Ro 

3 cake 
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rake eſpecial care, that nothing be inſinuated 
into them, but what is wholſome and ſavoury, 
but what tends to peace and quietneſs, and ro 
- the preſervation of thole ſeveral ſocieties they 
help to make up ; for you may as ſoon hope tq 
remove a Mountain, as 10 _ people, 
whole Reaſon is ſubjeRted tothe Impreſſions 
of paſſion and fanſie, ro a right underſiandi 
rerractation of their 


| at and deſpiſe all thay 
cau be offered for the conviction of their judg- 
ments; and they will be in rhe Right, rhough 
all the reſt of the World, and many of thoſe 
— than themſelves, be inthe wrong, 
though cannot argue, are 
moninene. whey A in the face 2 rhe. 
| their reduction, and to load him with 
all Names, by which both Idols and 1Ido- 
Jaters are called and repreſented in Holy Sco- 
pture. 
And therefore upon this very conſideration 
I heartily recommend jt, both £©o Parents ard 
Maſters, that they keep their Children, and 
their —_ from —_— to w Fe 
where they are indanger of having their Judg- 
ments thus peyſoned and inſe@ted. for they can- 
not imagine the great trouble that ney cole 


from 
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undertake to give ſuch plain and late 
ſtances of the truth of what . I have ſaid, 
I am certain will convince any perſon, 

does not reſolvedly ſhut his eyes againſt the 


11, We may further lay this preſent ill ſuc- 
ceſs of our Church at the door of thoſe Atheifts- 
cal principles that have ſpread ſo far and near in 
CO 
For the Church b-ing made up of a number gf 
perſons li r in the belief of ſuch and 
ſuch Articles of —__ Co 
miſe to worſhip God ing to his will and 
plealure,why it is impoſlible that which is 
the Foundation of all this is taken away, but 
the ſuperſtruRure ſhould fall immediately, And 
further, the Cenſures of this Church de- 
Ggned to puniſh men in this world, in ro 
free them from the plagues of another, why 
alas theſe Cenſures needs be mocked ar 
by thoſe who have got up to the belief, 'thas 
there is 00 ſuch thing at all as another world, 


And tbat a man mult by neceſſary conſequence 
| (3 4 believe, 
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believe, if he think there is no God , for theſe 
great Fundamentals ſtand and fall rogerher, 
And upon this ſcore where Atheiſm hath got 
any intereſt or credit, you will find no-men 
more looſe to Government, more ſevere in their 
refie&tions upon the Canons and Conſtitutions 
ofthe Church, and who indeed make nothing 
-- bat a laughter at the whole Syſteme of Re- 
igion, 

Bind therefore Atheiſm and its principles be- 
ing ſo vaſtly pernicious to all Churches what. 
ſoever, it will not be amiſs to inquire into its 
Original, that ſo the root from whence theſe 
poiſonous brarches grow may be ſtubb'd up; 
and IT am afraid we ſhall find many of thoſe 
perſons concerned in the preſent growth of 
this bad weed, who would very willingly be - 
looked upon as the chiefeſt dreſſers in 
Vineyard. 

1, The Atheiſm that is at preſent ſo rife a- 
'mong us, ows its growth to the c bleneſs 
of many mens principles who pretend to more 
than ordinary Godlineſs. 

He that meaſures Refigion, (as God knows ' 
the greateſt part of Mankind do ) nor byirs in- 
trinſick worth, and that full and rational evi- 
dence that it brings along with it, nor by its 
genuine and proper influences upon the minds 
of men where it 1s heartily received, bur by the 
ations of a great uwumber of men in the ny 
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he muſt needs enter his proteſt againſt it, and 
| judge it as an Engine framed and made for no- 
' I} thing elſe but to ſerve turns and cheat the 
| World : and upon ſerious and impartial re- 
fle&tions upon things, we ſhall find from hence 
have proceeded mens odd conceirs of this 
excellent thing Religion. For calting 
their eyes abroad, and obſerving how common 
a thing it is for men to ſhift their Principles, 
when their Intereſt lyes at ſtake, and thoſe roo 
ſuch men as are in vogue among the people for 
the moſt precious Saints, why alas pap 
by their luſts and ſeduced by Satan, they have 
frit queſtioned whether there be any ſuch thi 
inreality and truth as Religion yea or no, 
then by degrees have laughed at it as the pro- 
du& either of knavery or melancholy. And 
I wiſh our Brethren of the ſeparation could 
waſh their hands of the ruine that hath befala 
Religion upon this account, Tis true, no 
men more my to complain of Gognrny _— 
generacy of the age than they , as 
thoſe complaints are the effes of ſorrow fur 
ſin, and not of deſign to miſrepreſent the Go- 
verniment, ſo far they do well and are to be 
commended ; bur do heartily adviſe them to 
look from whence this degeneracy proceeds, 
Was ſin ſo bold-faced, and notorious impieties 
ſo confident and open, before theſe complain- 
ants invaded- the Churches Rites, — 


gO A Modeſt Plea 

the Reins of Government, by which the heady 
multitude were kept in ſome good awe and 
order ? I deſire them heartily to read the Hi- 
ſtory of the times from the Reformation to the 
beginning of the late dreadful War, and totell 
me whether from the higheſt to the loweſt there 
were ſuch numbers of men that ſcoffed at Re- 
ligion, and lived in anegle& of all thoſe Offi- 
ces which are appointed for men to keep an in- 
tercourſe with Heaven, and a ſenſe of a Divine 
Being upon their Souls ? No, if they will be 
impartial, they muſt needs confeſs that Re- 
ligion met with better entertainment both 
=== pay and in Families than now it 


And therefore whence muſt we fetch this 
ſtrange Apoſtalie, this horrid comempr of 
things that were handled with more reverence 
even among the Heathens, who are only con- 
ducted by the glimmering Light of Nature ? 
Why in thort, one great Reaſon of it hath been 

mens inconſiſtency with themſelves, and 
changing their prirciples upon every change of 
affairs. 

Ar firſt many of them were modeſt, anda 
regulation of ſome things in the Government 
as it then ſtood eſtabliſhed, was a bleſſing that 
would make the Nation happy : but after- 
wards, when alittle ſucc-[s put a greater power 
zt9 their hands, wiy then the ancient Govern- 

ment 
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ment of theChurch muſt be ſtubb'd up both root 
and brarch, and forſooth we muſt have another 
Model founded ina Divine Right, and nothing 
leſs than Scriprare and Apoſtolical Example 
muſt patronize ir, and then the Kingdom of 
God was come down amongſt us, and Babylon 
was fain, and the Beaſt ſmitten rhrough the 
fifth rib. Burt alas within a few years, ( I had 
almoſt ſaid moneths Ly of thoſe who had 
cryed up the new Diſcipline and Covenant 
as the pattern in the CMoun, as the 
bulwark againſt Remi incurſions, went away 
from it, and by the help of a forry diſtintion, 
were found very buſic in overthrowing all Na- 
tional Churches, and now nothing mult be 
Goſpel Worſhip, but what was after the Inde- 
cut, And 'tis very well known, what 
$skirmiſhes there were betw1xt the Presbiterians _ 
and Independents for their ſeveral Platforms, 
what petitioning on one fide for liberty of 
Conſcience, what on the other againſt ir 
with I know rot how many Reaſons tendered 
to the High Court of Parliamert : and yes 
after all this no ſooner was the King come- in, 
and the Eccleſiaſtical Laws revived, and many 
perſons formerly unjuſtly thrown out, reſtored 
to their properties free-hold again, bur 
thoſe very men who had with full cry and open 
mouth purſued the Congrepational men, pro- 
claimed them Schiſmaticks, and great enemies 
: | to 
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to the work of Reformation that was then upon 
_ : anc thoſe Dy to their 

rmerly avowed principles, Declarations 
Gaze and Petitions, omg 
Preachments, fall in with the ſame practiſes, 
and gather Churches out of Churches, And 
nothing is more frequent now than to meet with 
Books dedicated to the Flock of ſuch a man, 
and to the Congregation over whom ſuch a 
man is overſeer ; when God knows, it may be 
thoſe people that make up the body of theſe 
Hocks live in all the quarters and corners of the 
town and countrey. Now whether this be ad- 
herence to principles, or beſpeak a man fixed 
and well grounded, I leave any man to judge. 
No no, it looks like a deſign,and as far as aCti- 
ons can ſpeak it tells the world that 'ris not Reli- 
gion about which all this ſtir is made, bur Pride 
and Intereſt. 

And now pray let us conſider what judgment 
canſorme men make of Religion, if they have 
no better conveyance of its worth into them, 
than ſuch Examples and Inſtances as theſe are ? 
Alas it makes them throw dirt in its face, and 
to cry it down, as a thing not worthy of that 
care that it hath met withal from ſeveral Laws; 
and they are apt to conclude , that were it 
ee in any Reaſon, or had any Demon- 

ration on its ſide, certainly men of educa- 
tion and generous breeding would not wh 
ong 
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before they underſtand it, and after 
SE ſo fickle nd — 
intheir Notions of it. 

And truly I think this is 1.0 ſmall cauſe of our 
preſent Atheiſm, and I wiſh with all my heart 
our Brethren would lay it clole ro heart; and 
when they complain of the Iniquities of the 
times either publickly or privately, amend at 
the ſame time that which hath been ſo great an 
occaſion of ir. 

2. Atheiſm makes room for it ſelf by 
thoſe unjuſt and wicked ations commirted 
by men who pretend to more than ordinary 
ſanRiry, 

What muſt ſome men think of Religion, 
eſpecially ſuch as have met with a careleſs edu- 
cation, who have not had their natural notions 
of Religion ſtrengthened by wholſome docu- 
ments and good Ex:mples ; what, ] ſay, muſt 
theſe men think of Religion, when they behold 
a violent ſtickler for the Rights of the Lord 
Jeſus as he prerends, lift up his eyes to heaven, 
and then t his hand into his 
pocket ? =_=_ t _ him profeſs himſelf 
ready to imlelf of any thing though never 
ſo brofitable or ekuudle; provi the 
_ of ons may flouriſh, os ut the ſame time 

e in ſigning Orders for ſequeitring other 
mens Eſtates, and turning their Wives and 
Children out of doors, without any conſidera- 

t:00 
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tion of ſex or age ? when they ſee him riding 
| oor hnerges oft rang fur Religion, 
and at the ſame rime plotting how to rod his 
natural Prince of his throne and life together ? 
Alas ſuch obſervations as theſe are enough to 
turn any heedleſs man's ſtomach againlt Religt- 
on, and to beget in him ao averinels to all us 
Laws and Inſticutions. 

And here lyes a great part of the preſent 
miſery as well as wickedneſs of our Nation ; 
We had never beheld wickedneſs ſtalking in the 
{treers at noon day witbout a bluſh, and unna- 
tural villanies committed in the tace of the Sun 
it ſelf, if men had not defaced and walted the 
Principles of Religion by ſuch obſervations and 
reflections as theſe are, *'Tis this from whence 
thole drolls aud farcaſtical reflexions upon 
Scripture have ſprung and iſſued, and upon the 
ſcore of which our great Lord and Malter hath 
been pierced afreſh by blaſphemies and pro- 
phane witriciſms upon his Perion and his Do- 
Qrine.Ard to give proof of this,let but any man 
mark, and he ſhall ind, it is not argument he 
ſhall meet withal from theſc lewd perions, (when 
they are called to a juſt account for theſe groſs 
and fcardalous refietions upon thirgs Venera- 
ble and Sacred ) whereby they detend themſclves 
from the blows that at any time are given them 
by wiſe and pious men, bur preſently references 
to ſuch and ſuch pretended Saints and Zealots, 


with 
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with 4 recounting their many good and Godly 

Deeds they have committed, and preſently Re- 

ion muſt be jn faulr, and anſwer for all the 

miſcarriages of her pretended Votaries ; which 

it be not , Jer if ir be judged 

ſo by theſe half-witted and licentious men, tis 

all one, and hath the ſame influerce upon them 
as if it were. 

And I wiſh with all my heart that this bad 
effe& had been limited to the late bad times; 
but alas we End it ſtill amongſt us, and no 
ſooner does any of rheſe break 
( upon which ſcore 1 — 
Great Bigors were publick undertakers 
preſently Religion is call'4to a ſevere account, 
and our ears are fl'd with no other 
noiſe than —_— I, I, this ic is tobe 
Godly, do not e? no men more ready 
rochan nnd undermine al farm efperiony yea 
their very dear Brethren themſelves : I, rheſe 
are your Saints that are ready to cry Stand off 
unto their Fellow Chriſtians, and to proclaim 
them unfit for their communion, Do not you 
ſee whatthey are ? by what leoſe and uncertain 
principles they are governed ? and how under 

of a more intimate acquaintance with 
things thar are ſpirirual, they are wanting to 
ſuch duties as are moral and eternal, ſuch where- 
in Religion rightly underſtood does or ought to 
confatt ? 


And 
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—_ fi - ſuch oby _ = oj = 
rom ious and apparent Notices, 
ſuffer Religion to loſe is wflace in their 
Breaſts, ard when that is gone, it is 00 won- 
der ( conlidering the many ſpiritual enemies 
that ſtand ready to take part with them a- 
gainſt y that they are by degrees wrought 
into a downright contempt and ſcorn of 
it. 

3. Atheiſm makes its way amongſt us in this 
Age by thoſe unworthy ſcandals and aſperſions 
that are faſtened upon Churchmen, by whom 
Religion 1n all hath been chiefly derived 
into tht minds of men, and upon whole repu- 
ration with all forts of people, depends very 
much either the enlargement of Religions 
Kingdom, or elſe its confinement ro more 
particular and narrow quarters, And there- 
fore all men who wiſh it good ſpeed ought to 
be very tender how they load any perſon conlſe- 
crated to ſuch an office with any indignity or 
reproach whatſoever. 

But bowever though the Honour of Religi- 
on 1s ſo much concerned in this, yet we a 
company of Men, ( 1 and thoſe roo, apt enough 
to ND _— 
very willing to pick up any {tory whereby the 
may miſrepreſent and von man obeds 
ent tv the Laws, and rather than fail, becauſe 
words cannot ſpread themſelves far enough 


though 


Bur now in the mean rime when mer of 
looſe inclinations, as God knows the wor 
fwarms with them, men who are very 
in compliance with the commands and periwa- 
fions of rheir haſts, 16 throw off all the reftrain- 
ing Notices of Religion; when theſe men I 
fay ſhall meet with ſuch violent with 
fuch vehement inveRtives, with fuch odious ap» 
pellarions, with ſuch wicked characters and 
R ions of ſo great a Number of men, 

thoſe too ſuch as have enjoyed all opportu- 
niries for improvirg their minds, and betrer- 


from herce draw concluſions agai 
and weaken its Government in their Hearts 
: H 


thoſe Conſiderations of things, which by vertue 
yolpur 3: rg wn: Jongg ghaieas nant. 
yet others again there are, | 

with hog cheat a mes carclclsbrevdieg, 
reaches no further than the bare objeRs of 
ſenſe, and whole ) 
be conſtancly impo 
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Dutiesto him, from one year to another, and: 
ſo are trained up as hay whey run Aer | 
and thereby prepared for |ttle elſe but picking 
and ſtealing, for every thing” that is vile and' 


- Angthis is a apon the ſcore of which 
rink Re ape the careleſs and indifere nt 
execution of Laws that are made purpoſe- 
ly for the Churches peace and fafery, without 
ome conſiderable proportions of grief and 
ſorrow, 1 find rhe inconvenience of it ſo ſad 
in the Pariſh over which God hath ſer me, that 
I wonder our Brethren of the leparation ſhould 
defire their liberty ar ſodeararate, and in- 
veighagainſ thoſe, who defire the Laws mi 
rake place, and ſerve the purpoſes for w 
they were intended. For if things continne 
as they have oy wines. - _— 
fake of ſome prerendi ii 
Conicierce, ſhall ſuffer ſo Xray ark 
m mavy Pariſhes to live in a negle& of 
a "publick Worſhip ' wharſoever, it is an 
eaſy matter to foreſee what will become 
of Religion and civil Government toge- 
ther 


And thus I have given an account of thar 
preſent, and God knows too bold Atheiſm that 
1510 common in the” Nation ; and though 
believe from my heart that theſe forementioned 
things have been the root from whence it hath 


ſprung, 


for the Charch tov wee Tor 
ori- 


thing ning ophdey profeſs our ſetvevtroe 
friends ro the Churches Diſcipline, thaxg gives 
further growth and nouriſhment 10 this poyſos- 
_ ang,” 7 

1 do therefore earneſtly defire my Brethrento 
conſider with'themſelves, whiter do'tw-- 
thing that contributes to this 1 
of mens Mindsfrom the belief an of aDj- 
vine Majeſty." 
' Tam "'not willing 


For as fark "_y before; Pop 
ahe Common depends _—_— 
[the credir and eſteem of their Spirirual 

-and Teachers,” and wherever n wean; 
Religion harh accordingly been in : 
and therefore when h-men, i 
feeding rheir people with conſtanc- 


low Documents, negle& them themſelves, 
H 3 commir 


moos. g's oo 
commir them tothe charge of ſuch whoſe ne\- 
om yn 
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enlarge their Fortunes, thongh it be'ro 
Charches tune, I hope 6oe Reverend x 


the 


r= 


- 12, Further we are very 


their 
be habirude and relation to oe another, but 
by the praiſes of —_ precenda kindneſs 
| H 4 —_ 


LT. 
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J is committed, fall into birter rage, 
expreſſing that rage by u unſavoury wor 


F< 


og fachen 


x 
F 


ruine 
further, when 


nor ſuffer the 1ols. of Eſtate , Ley a 
Afifro cp 
are ſo ſevere and biner ? and #2 
exp*& Heaven for a reward hereaker, =_ 
meet with ſuch harſh and cruel dealings from 

men, 
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if 


bi 


muſt 


FT 


rf 


: * 4445 


fl 


i <> wco3jy,.o om «= ic®crc a KK - ic +a +5 _ ca 


w8 + {Mode Pls 
I could not but reſolveboth it, and the dreadful 


the Rights of the Lord Jeſus; the ſtint; yr 
the fpirur by Forms of Prayer, the ſevere 


ng 


for the Church of England. rg 
— 


the people were taught to ſuſpect thei 
nours as Encmies to the cauſe of God, and 


nn EN 
cunning (exders ſhould in the rame of God and 


fetuel 


might have invited men of 1 
ing to have fate down amongſt them, the Peo- 


on and eſteem for him, ro whoſe care and Go- 

yernment the providence of God had commit- 
'  redthem, For let but the common people hear” 
nothing but whar is agreeable rothe Lawy of 
Societies and Bodies Politick, let rhe Do&rines 
they are made acquainted a: "- 
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in all the corners of the 


Nay 1 will verare further 


for the Gharch of England. 2s 


—_—_ Wc they are veſted 
with, and 'tis impoſſible for a man to lift up 


do to X both 10 ki Sees 
EY UE nr t0 his perſon 


ſtreets. 


And 
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if the 
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cellent , and can only prove her ruine, 
For as I hinted in the former part of this Diſ- 


Nay 


it 


31-89- 

Hit 

HIM 
3; 
7H 


Books to enlarge their rhoughts 
ons in order to allure them to ſolirnde and re- 
tirements, and it may be having a charge, and 

I not 
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not wherewithal to fatisfie the cravings and 
neceſſary jmportunities of their diſtreſſed Fa-, 
milies, why they bave firlt fled freq their diſs 
contented ſelves, and then it may be inzo com- 
pany, to avoid the din and clamour of their 
Children, and when they are once engaged in 
evil Company, they are heartily to be pityed, 
for they are in the High way t© rune, eſpeci- 
ally when thorough a lictle, uſe, and a few 
moneths cuſtome their F are taken with 
it; alas they then like other depraved 
are unſatisfied ſo long as they are nine, 
their Srudies are the only rooms in the liouſe 
they do not ſee from one week to another ; 
and'fo by after they have worn out all 
tho Characters of Religion which were en- 
raven upon their minds, and waited the mo» 
Leby-6f their Souls, and forgot the Digni 
of their Fun&ion, - alas they emer to 
houſes of good Fellowſhip, with as much 
boldneſs and unconcernedneſs , as. the ve- 
ryeſt plow-jobbers can do, and ſo become 
fic for nothing bur the Churches ſevereſt Cen- 
fures, 

But in the meao time does the Church thrive 
by this? I trow not, no no, ſhe preſently a- 
_ 2 great inany heedleſs or malicious 
peapi, 


muſt bear the burthen of is all, and 

the crafty Setary takes all opportunities ta 
hand, -this from one place zo another, oy" 
fully 


for the Church of England, M5 
fully raiſing his own and his parties;credir, 
upon the ries oſochr ws len bur 


3. If Poverty does neither the one -nor the. 
other, yet it commonly diſcontents them, -and 
ſo makes them Firebrands in the Government. 
For ſuch men as are of tolerable Learning, and 
reſolved temperance, when they obſerve them- 
ſelves Red, whilſt others, whom: they 
cannot eſteem equal to themſelves, get into 
fat preferments, why they grow vext and im» 
patient, and ſtraightways their thoughts are 
fixt upon revenge, and from a with thole 
who. ſir at the Helm, they fall out with the 
kay rn br Gyr |} 
upon finding out Arguments and pre- 
rences to (ink its reputation amoogſt the people, 
and no {tone is left unturned to carry on this 
wicked purpoſe and reſolution. 

It is an cafie matter to make this aſſertion 
our, from the accounts of every age of Chri- 
ſtianity,  Herefies , Schiſms,  ſedirions and 
publick diſturbances, have moſt of them crept 
m at this back door , and whoſoever will give 
himſelf > ” take a 7 rg wm = 
Apoltalie of many from our 
years after the Reformation, and ever ſince, he 
will cot be long before he fnd this its origi- 
nal and ſpring, which thing rhough not alto- 
gether, yer' very much had been ——_—_— 

I 2 1 
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+; the Spiritual allotments for Miniſters 
been comfortable, and fuch as would 

have afforded wiſe men, ( for I undertake not 

to be an advocate for Fools and Prodigals ) 

2 convenient and creditable maintenance, 


þ on now having faid thus much in the 
vindication of this excellent Church, and 
 weithal given the Reaſons of thoſe many diſpa- 
| nts ſhe hath in theſe lare years met 
withal, I cannot draw off my pen from paper, 
till by it I have made my humble addreſs to the 
Nobility and Gentry, and all others who are 
concerned, by vertue either of their Princi- 
ples "or Eſtates, in the preſervation of the 
peace, - and Nations welfare, and 
are very unwilling to be ſad ſpeRtators of thoſe 
ruines and delolations, that not many years 
ago, many of them to their own as well as 
the Nations ſorrow, were too ſadly acquainted 
withal , till, I ſay, 1 have made my humble 
addreſs to them, and implored them by all 
that is near and dear ro them, to uſe that 
power God and the King hath encruſted them 
withal, in ſtifling thoſe Opinions, in ſuppreſ- 
ſing thoſe dangerous Principles and Maxi 
in preventing thoſe praftifes, which have 
ſo bad an influence upon the Bddy ho 
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in uſing all methods by which they may 
kept from 

find by 


TFELLY 
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er, forming men into parties and numbers 

S xeldites on the injun&ion of all thoſe 
pr Laws that are enatted by the /great 
Authority of the Nation, and ſtrengrh- 
ning and encouraging that deplorable Schifim 
that is amongſt ys, why traly I think he wow 
I 3 the 
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the Spizit and of a Man who holds his 
tongue, and by his gives the lealt ſpiric 
x9 ſuch undertakings,. - 

For, alas, what can we imagine all this will 
centre and bottom. in, and who, will be the 
chief gainers by theſe diviſions 2. That certain- 
ly is no hard matter to ms > = ”mny 
in:my apprehenſion . ris very re- 

renge four nike Chard Brothren Ghoul 

© great againſt the Church of Sglond, « 
kl than the, ſhall. cominne in any glory, 
tir ya with any Authority, they will ule 
endeavours © pull her down 
IT deſtruction - of the Prote- 
, both 4x, home and abroad, and to 


6 a ary is ſo, that theſe men 
wil re pe ro rather than that, io which 
the as jy Church as well as Staze is con- 
truly I think all the-crue Patriots of the 
Commer) oughtto look upon them rang 
, "arg give them ſuch fare, (as by thoſe Oa 
takewhen they axe admitted to their office,) 
FF obliged ro, And feeing they are re- 
dolved we ſhall fall, though they know it muſt 
er accompanied with {0 greas a ruine .0q 
© I 
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that Cauſe and Intereſt, which ans perm 
with the blond of the Martyrs, which hath 
been a ny ro diſtreſſed and baniſhed 
Foreigners, which indeed, as it is here 
maintained by fo prudent Laws, is the 

only ſtay ſupport of all the Proreſtant 

- Churches abroad ; ſeeing, I ſay, they are re- 
ſolved to have their wills of this Church, not- 

withſtanding theſe ſad and roo much to be ſear- 

ed effeRts ahd conſequences of it, 1 do declare, 
I think all true hearted Magiſtrates, in whoſe 

hands the execution of the Laws does lie, ought 
6 let thetn know, that they owe more Regard 

to the preſent Government of the Kingdom ; 

and that if they will continue fixt in their Re- 

ſolves to bear down all that ſtands in their way 

to the undermining the Churches ſafety and re- 

puration, fo on the other hand they the Magi- 

ſtrates are as well reſolved to hinder by all legal 

and worthy means ſo great and fo unfeaſonable a 

— _ _ np mens Eſtates 

i ,mens Religion, 

their Souls are ſo much nor erg, ret 
' AndI amcertain nothing is a greater argu- 
ment among the preſent Magiſtrates, either of 

Cowardize, orelſe of Ignorance and Non-ob- 

ſervation, than to foffer foch aſſaults upon Go- 
vernment, without a ſunrable reſentment of 

them, and to connive at ſuch practiſes, 'as are 

apparently tending to ſhuffle in a Religion once 

I 4 again 
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io amongſt us, by which the P rince loſes 
balF his all Anger pr people all their 
Reaſon and Senſe 

And therefore, Worthy Sirs, I beg of you to 


confider what is incumbent ſent, - 
ou ler Julie ſleep, while corcroulae 


do not you let Juſtice ſleep, 

ondendionardile Ley p—_ is de- 
vouring and eating up principles, 
whereby your Eſtates as well as any thiog elſe is 
ſecured to you and your Poſterity mes Joe. 
Let not a Church thar teaches all her M rs 
to live contentedly in all thoſe ſubordinations 
the Providence of God hath placed them, and 
up to all thoſe Duties, which belong to thole ſe- 
veral places ; I ſay,let not this Church be ſcorn- 
ed and trampled under feet ,by ryde andrevenge- 
ful perſons, And if you think them of 
meek and peaceable ſpirits, in whole publick 
Liberty there is no danger, pray enquire after 
the treatments, thoſe Worthies whoſe Con- 
ſciences obliged them to follow the Fortunes of 
that late incomparable King of blefled memo- 
ry met withal from them, and that will fave me 
the labour of giving an account of the temper 
of a great part of them. "Tis true,were they all 
of that nature and diſpoſition, of that Learning 
and wiſdome, ſome of them are, there might 
be ſome apology made for them : bur alas, the 
common Followers, I and many of their Teach- 
ers 90, are violent and headſtrong, uy 


L 
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of Juſtice, is expoſed tothe | 
of ſuch Numbers, who mult (1 
follow choſe Maxims of Policy, which all wiſe 


were agreed upon, have obſerved ) who mult 
] ſay be kepr in with bit and bridle. 

200 ring Gap aptaeg GY we cha bf 
niſters of Publick Juſtice, 1 cannot obtain a 
Writ of Eaſe from my felf, until I have faid 

| ſome- 
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Thave inthe foregoing Treatiſe expoſed, atd 


whoſe Methods of ruine to the Church and 
Kingdom I have diſcovered. And here IT am 
-not afraid ro tell them, that —— a them are 
my Acquaintance, in whoſe civil converſation 
T have and do take pleaſure,” and to whom upon 
ſome ſcores I have ſtood , the 

.and ſtrineſs of many of their Lives I admire 
and love , theſe with ſome other things would 
reconcile me ro them, did not my zeal for the 
Nations happineſs, my dury to-2a Church, - by 
whom 1 and alt the World may be ſufficiently 
inſtructed inall things neceſſary to be believed 
.and praRtifed': Further, did not my Fears (and 


God knows thoſe too well grounded ) of the re- 
turn of a Religi us" (and that cauſed 
chiefly by theſe mens ) the - 


ment with which muſt at the fame time,beto fall 
But with all thoſe Faculties, -whe we are 
incapactties to Uiſcern things that differ , Did 
not theſe rhings with others thus diſpoſe 
of and command me, I ſay I could wiſh theſe 
men all the happineſs in this World, that upon 
good Grommds they could defire. 

+ And therefore pray Sirs, ler me entreat you 
ro conſider what you are a'doing whilſt {0 
reſolvedly you continue to ſeparare from our 
Church ; why truly, pardon me if 1 $4; 


| 
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rhink1 do not, I cannot ſay you are doing the 
buſineſs of Religion, for thar 1 am ſure may be 
as well,nay all things conſidered, berter done by 
thoſe under the Diſcipline and Government of 
our Church, as I have ſhewed in the 
ofthis Treariſe, In which I am the more faris- 
fyed from. the obſervations I have made of 
many of your admired Followers, whole Lives 
as far as I candiſcern are ſpent OT 
ing Publick Magiſtrates and Miniſters, and ſha- 
king their heads m the times, with many other 
popular and uſual” artifices of miſrepreſenting 
—_—_ perſons not juſt according to their 
$ 

Again, I cannot ſay you are doing rhe Buſi- 
neſs of your Governours, ſerling the- 
in the notions of obedience and ſubmiffion, be- 
ing in them- venerable't of thoſe 
who'are Gods Truſtees oo Earth; no, for we 
find, vo ſooner do men wheel off from otir 
Church, and liſt themſelves under your Banners, 
dur- preſently they grow jealous of the Powers 
of the Nation, and are always furniſhed with 
idle cales and groundleſs whifpers, to leſſen 
their Reputation amoog the Common Peo- 


Nay further I cannot fay, you ire doing your 
own baſineſs, for alas throw us bur once down, 
and you know by old experience, that you are 
all rogerher by the ears, and ſcarce ten of you 

can 
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can agree , upon thing that 

be the ofa farunsfetrlemens, but a 
ire frivingto be the Great, and every man 
hath ſuch a fond opinion of his own way, as 
to think, nay to proclaim it, deſerving to be 
the Nations Standard, yea and to pronounce 
birer Curſes againſt allthoſe who will not coo 
cur in } with him. 

And for the fatisfation of a great many 
well meaning perſons, who at preſent are im- 
poſed upon, I could wiſh, were it bur lawful 
ro it, and conſiſteng with the Kingdoms 
ud pranks Arran that the Ball might lie ac 
your feet for a few days ; methinks I ſee what 
animoſities and heats, what ſtrifes and conten- 


——_ a 
workl Gl ime. a choukn ies, and what 
variety of Churches we p ſhould have 
formed, and the beſt of it is, every one ofthem 
vogued to be according to the pattern in the 


And therefore Brethren, for Gods ſake re- 
colle& your ſclves and do not facrifice the 
Proteſtant Religion to your own luſts and paſ- 
fioos, comply with the Laws in imitation of 
the old Puritans, as far as you can, and then 
Ido not doubt, but our Governours will find 
out ſome way or other, ro let you underſtand 
their 
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give us according to our 
Wills dry wing DEED 


_ ard that by force too, whether he will or 


KD rn I beſeech 
youdo not fay that this intimation 
and through your diſobedience 0 the Cures 
pts rd no rs invented on purpoſe 
the People. grin 
2 & jo cccicaad dave By m6; Mobo fuck ; 
Ents CEE _ 
ing can make way for that Religion, 
Tk of the Church of England. And 
truly I am fo far from rendring you odious, 
that if you could agree among your ſelves,upon 
any thing conſiſtent with the C——_ 
and Safety, _— give my Prayers 
honeſt endeavours whatſoever to contribute 
cownnds your content, Bur till rhen pray 
us leave to ſecure our ſelves from ſuch de- 
lations ( as will end in your deſtruction as 
well as ours) by all agreeable ways and means 
whatſoever. 
And now after all this, ea 
ves 
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HE ltare of the EMPIRE : or, an 
wg aro of the Laws and Governmenc 
ſhewing what Condition 
+ ng preg} ns was _— 
concluded az Manfter ; Allothe ſeveral Fights, 
Battels, and Deſolation of. Ciries ring the 
War in that EMPIRE : ' And alſo of the 
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